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The 2012 Award Winners!
Diary Dates
Committee Meeting
Thursday 24th May

Potters Bar Gala
Saturday 23rd June

Harrow Kingfisher
Gala
Saturday 14th July

Jeannette Prentice,
Ladies Champion

Summer Lunch Outing
Sunday 22nd July

Sophie Grey, Diving
Champion and also Junior
Improver of the Year
(Charles Newman Trophy)
Jamie Woodbridge,
Junior Champion

Autumn Outing
Sunday 9th
September

NASCH
Championships
Leamington Spa
Saturday 3rd
November

Jack Locket,
Mens Champion

Geraldine Leong,
Senior Improver of
the Year (Rose Bowl)

Erich Hoffmann,
Volunteer of the Year
(Pitman Moore
Trophy)
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Chairman’s Summary — David Lee
It has been yet another good
year for the Turtles
Swimming Club and I would
like to thank the committee,
volunteers and members for
the help and support they
have given me in my 4th
year as Chairman of the
club.
The Treasurer, Rosemary
N o ye s , e x p l a i n s t h e
financial situation in more
detail, but suffice to say we

have been working hard to
raise funds with pleasing
success and we are very
grateful to all the
organisations
and
individuals that have
supported us over the last 12
months.
The year ahead will be a
challenging one following
our
re-location
to
Hillingdon Pool and we are
concerned about how the

Thank you Volunteers
Big thank you to those
volunteers who do so much
to help the club.
As ever, Patricia Bonney
continues to raise essential
money for the club through
the raffle. Thank you again
Patricia.
On the training side, Pippa
Haggit has left us for
University but, Emma
Har r i n gto n a nd T r ia

Lawrence have been joined
by Yasmin Francis this year.
A special thank you goes to
Peter and Judy Jones for all
the work they do for not just
our own gala events but also
the NASCH Championships.
But there are so many that
help poolside, changing
rooms, outings and galas —
to all of you – thank you!

move will effect our
membership levels going
forward. We have worked
very hard to protect the club
through this period of
change but we will need the
support of the membership,
the Sports Council and our
sponsors to maintain the
development
and
momentum of our club.

Team. 18 members
participated in galas this
year and the Turtles are now
perceived to be a ‘big club’
at gala events at a time when
other clubs are really
struggling to maintain their
teams.

It has been another
successful year for the Gala

Highgrove Pool
The long awaited closure of
Highgrove presents us with
another challenge. We have
worked hard to secure
alternative arrangements at
Hillingdon Sports and
Leisure Complex, but we
appreciate that the later time
is not ideal for most
members.

and so we will be relocated for
a considerable time.
We hope that the majority of
our members will continue to
swim with the club at the new
location. If you are in anyway
concerned about the move or
need help with transport, please
approach one of the Committee
Members

But Highgrove pool is likely
to remain closed until 2013

Treasurer’s Summary — Rosemary Noyes
I am delighted to report that
the Club’s finances are in the
best state ever this year. This
is largely due to the very
generous donations that we
have received and also to the
money raised by Harsh
Ganesh in his sponsored
walk.
We are also grateful to the
London
Borough
of
Hillingdon for their support.
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The money that we raise
enables us to subsidise many
of the Club’s social activities
which we consider to be a
fundamental part of the Club.

Again, the Club would like to
express its thanks to all who
assist in raising funds by
running and supporting the
weekly raffles.

Our current financial status
places us in a good position
to face the forthcoming year
where, due to the change of
venue, we can’t be sure of
what lies ahead.

We look forward to seeing
you in our temporary new
home at Hillingdon Leisure
Complex and to another
successful year ahead.

2012 AGM Report

Fundraising
We knew that we had to
look elsewhere for our
financial support this year
following the economic cut
backs and the loss of the
Grass Roots and also
Hillingdon Sports Council
funding. However, with the
exception of the generous
Metropolitan Police
donation, our funding this
year has mainly come from
a large number of smaller
organisations and also from
personal donations. We are
very grateful for all the
financial support that we
receive because the club
needs to raise these funds
every year to maintain our
current activities. The coach
for the September outing
was funded through a
donation from one of our
members and another
member (Harsh Ganesh)
also raised funds through a
sponsored walk.

Thank you to:
 Metropolitan Police
 Hasbro
 Ruislip
Lions

Long Distance
Swim

Training &
Development

Gyllian Lucas, Don Lamb
and Gary Lee all won Gold
Medals in the British Long
Distance Association
awards for 2011. These
a wards were great
achievements, beating
swimmers from all over the
country.
In January and February, 17
members of our club
participated in the 2012
event and we are awaiting
the results. Thank you to
Peter Jones for handling the
monitoring and recording
this event

More members are coming
forward and asking for help
and swimming tuition. We
are limited to how much one
to one tuition that we can
administer by the number of
qualified trainers, so if any
member would be interested
in undertaking formal tuition
training the club would be
prepared to provide support.
During the year the club has
invested in new swimming
and flotation aids and we
have also purchased more
‘Helper’ shirts. Linda Clarke
and her Helpers have had a
number of successes over
the 12 months including the
award of over 30 Distance
Badges.
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International
Fourways Ladies Group
Combined Charities of
Ruislip
Waitrose Ruislip
Rotary Group of
Uxbridge
H i l l i n gd on S por t s
Council
Hillingdon Youth and
Connexions
All of the Personal
Donations

A
very
successful
fundraising year overall and
we are please to confirm that
the subscriptions will
therefore be held at the
2012/13 level for a further
year through 2013/14.
Thank you!

Galas
Another very successful gala
season concluded with 3
Gold Medals at the NASCH
Championships Leamington
Spa. Congratulation go to
Karen Hoffmann, Tom
Regan and the Junior Relay
Team (Oliver Regan, Ian
Andrew Horne and Tom
Regan) for their success.
In total we took part in 8
competitive events in 2011 winning the Barracuda
Potters Bar Trophy, Turtles
Invitation Shield and the
Region One NASCH
Championships.
In total we won 144 medals
(114 in 2010) made up of 45
Gold, 54 Silver and 43
Bronze plus 2 special
awards.
18 competitors represented
the Turtles during 2011 but
star gala performer Ian
Andrew Horne who won a
total of 16 medals.
At a time when most other

clubs are struggling to
maintain their Gala Teams,
The Turtles Gala Team
continues to grow in terms
of numbers participating and
the successes attained.
With the 2012 Gala season
now in full swing, the team
has already got off to a great
start winning all three
trophies and 28 awards at
the Feltham and Hanworth
Gala and also winning the
Hatfield Platypus Gala.
The detailed results of all
competitive events can be
viewed on the website.
We are particularly proud of
the progress of Sophie Grey
who is a key member of our
Junior Team. Sophie
overcame an arm operation
earlier in the year to go on
and represent the London
Region Disability Swim
Squad at the National
Disability Short Course

Club

Club
Administration

Outings
The social side of the club
remains important. We
organised 3 outings this year.
The Summer Lunch Outing
to The Great House, was
followed by our September
outing to Leeds Castle. Our
Spring evening meal was a
return to the Black Horse in
Ivor Heath.
All three outings were well
attended and specialised
transport was provided. The
Chalfont Coach this year was
financed by a very generous
donation of £595 from one of
our members following the
loss of the Grass Roots grant.
We are now planning both
the Summer Lunch and the
September Outing for 2012.

Championships at Sheffield.

We filed our 2011 accounts
and return with the
Charities Commission.
Alison Grey has taken
responsibility for our CRB
registrations and has been
busy getting our records up
to date.
Linda Clarke and Bijan
Ghorbanian attended a
Health Strategy Meeting
organised by the Sports
Council.
The Newsletter continues to
prove popular and the
website attracts 1000
visitors a year.

2012 2012 AGM Report

Committee and Officer Elections
Marion Beckwith steps down as
Turtles Club Secretary

Sylvia Smith OBE

Earlier in the year, Marion announced to
the committee that she would not be
seeking re-election to the role of Club
Secretary at this year’s AGM. Marion has
been a committee member and also
Club Secretary for many years and her
vast knowledge of all things Turtles will be greatly missed.
The club membership owes Marion a great deal and we wish
her all the best in her new life as she prepares to move
home away from the area. In anticipation of Marion’s
departure Alison Grey was co-opted onto the Committee
and we are very pleased that Alison decided to stand for
election to succeed Marion in the role of Club Secretary.
We are also delighted that Marion has agreed to be the
Assistant Secretary to help Alison settle in to the role until
such time as Marion’s house move is confirmed.

Following Sylvia’s decision
to also stand down from
the committee, the
members present at the
AGM approved a proposal
to elect Sylvia Smith OBE
to the position of Club President. Sylvia has been
a key member of the Turtles Swimming Club
from the outset back in 1964 and although she
does not feel able to attend committee meetings
any longer, the Committee would still like to
recognise and retain Sylvia’s valuable experience
and advice going forward.

Officer Elections
The following officers were re-elected
for a further year:
Chair- David Lee
Treasurer- Rosemary Noyes
Chief Instructor- Linda Clarke (opposite)
Competition Secretary– David Lee
New Officer appointments were::
Secretary- Alison Grey (opposite)
Vice Chair- Bijan Ghorbanian
Assistant Secretary– Marion Beckwith
Child Protection Officer– Alison Grey

Committee Members—
Top Row — Lynn Thomson, Erica Beckwith and Patricia Bonney
Second Row — Ann Chivers, Anne Rourke and Nigel Grey
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Bijan Ghorbanian the new
Vice Chair
Bijan Ghorbanian has
been elected to the
position of Vice Chair.
For the last few years,
this position has been
held by Rosemary
Noyes. Rosemary was re-elected as Club
Treasurer but decided not to seek re-election as
Vice Chair.

Committee Elections
The Committee is made up of the Officers
together with 6 other members of whom at least
3 should be disabled, to be elected at the AGM.
Anne Rourke, Patricia Bonney and Erica Beckwith
Lynn Thomson and Ann Chivers were all
re-elected at the AGM. The Committee
welcomes Nigel Grey who was newly elected
onto the Committee replacing Elisabeth Richards
who is standing down but
Elisabeth will continue on
as a poolside helper.
Thank you to Elisabeth for
her many years of Turtles
Committee work.

2012 AGM Report

Turtles Swimming Club 2012 Awards
Congratulations to all of this year’s award winners.
The Junior Championship was won by Jamie Woodbridge in his first season of competitive swimming with the
Turtles.
The Ladies Championship was won by Jeannette Prentice and Jack Locket won the Mens Championship.
Sophie Grey won the Diving Competition for the second year running.
The special awards (decided by the Committee) were presented as follows:
Pitman Moore Trophy — Volunteer of the Year was awarded to Erich Hoffmann who has been helping for a
number of years—particularly at galas. This year Erich had to undergo an operation that restricted his mobility and
yet he was still keen to get back involved and help others.
The Rose Bowl – Senior Improver of the Year was awarded to Geraldine Leong who has made tremendous
progress with her swimming and has even participated in galas, usually exceeding her previously best time.
Charles Newman Cup — Junior Improver of the Year was awarded to Sophie Grey who overcame an arm
operation earlier in the year to go on and be our first ever club member to represent the London Region Disability
Swim Squad at the National Disability Short Course Championships at Sheffield, frequently beating her personal
best times.

Turtles 2012 Championship
Results
Junior Championship

Mens Championship

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Jamie Woodbridge
Ian Andrew Horne
Sophie Grey
Oliver Regan

Ladies Championship

Diving

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Jeannette Prentice
Gyllian Lucas
Karen Hoffmann
Erica Beckwith
Anne Rourke
Geraldine Leong

Jack Locket
Don Lamb
Gary Lee
James Lesnek

Over the last year we have
received tremendous financial
support from organisations,
sponsors and individuals –

A VERY BIG THANK
YOU TO YOU ALL!

Sophie Grey
Oliver Regan
Jack Locket
Karen Hoffmann
Jamie Woodbridge
Ian Andrew Horne
London Borough of Hillingdon
Youth & Connexions Service

Club Contact Numbers:
Chair (Dave): 07730 047500
Secretary (Alison) 07900 118812

Combined
Charities of
Ruislip

Fourways
Ladies
Group

We are a swimming club for anyone with a physical, mental health or learning difficulty. The Turtles
Swimming Club is based at Highgrove Pool, Ruislip but due to the ongoing Highgrove refurbishment
programme, the club currently meet every Saturday between 6pm and 7 pm at the Hillingdon Sport and
Leisure Complex at Gatting Way Uxbridge.

Turtles website: http://www.ruislipturtles.org.uk/

Turtles email: turtlesswimming@yahoo.co.uk

