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Chairman, David Lee                    Vice Chair & Treasurer,  Rosemary Noyes    Secretary, Marion Beckwith 

COMMITTEE ELECTIONS:   

STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Following Pauline Dew’s  decision to stand down, we have at least one vacancy  on the committee. 

 
If you are interested in joining the committee please step forward to be nominated before the meeting or 

even at the AGM. 

Ass. Secretary, Anne Rourke         Competition Secretary, Sylvia Smith OBE    Chief Instructor, Linda Clarke 

Committee Members: Ann Chivers…………… Elisabeth Richards………………………..Lynn Thomson 

Committee Members: Erica Beckwith…………….Malcolm Yates 

AGM Agenda 

1. Apologies for Absence 

2. To Approve the Minutes 

of the 2009 AGM 

3. Matters Arising 

4. Chairman’s Report 

5. To Receive & Approve the 

Annual Accounts and 

Treasurer’s Report 

6. Secretary’s Report 

7. Election of Officers & 

Committee: 

  Chairman 

  Vice Chair 

  Treasurer 

  Secretary 

  Assistant Secretary 

  Competition Sec. 

  Chief Instructor 

  6 Committee Members 

8            Appointment of 

 Auditors 

9             Any Other Business 

then presentation of   

the annual awards 

Re-arranged date for the Turtles AGM:       Wednesday 16th June  2010 @ 19.00       Venue TBC 



 

It has been another successful year for the Turtles Swimming Club and I would like to start by thanking the committee and 

members for the help and support they have given me in my 2nd year as Chairman of the club.  

The Treasurer, Rosemary Noyes, will provide a detailed analysis of the club’s financial position, but suffice to say, that through 

our successful pursuits of financial grants, we are now in a better financial position than we were 2 years ago. In total across 

the two years, we have secured grants and donations to the value of £5400  from a variety of sources. We are very grateful to 

all the organisations that have supported us because without their help it would be a very difficult situation. 
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Chairman’s Report to the AGM 

New Uxbridge Leisure Centre 

The new Uxbridge Leisure Centre opened in March. Members 

of the committee had engaged with Hillingdon Sports Council 

and the pool  operator ‘Fusion Leisure’ regarding the disabled 

facilities. This brought us into contact with Matthew Lock,   

Strategic Development Officer (West London), London Sports 

Forum for Disabled People and subsequently, a closer          

relationship with Hillingdon Swimming Club (HSC). 

HSC and Hillingdon Sports Council are keen to develop an elite 

team capable of progressing to the Paralympics. We are keen to 

assist and we agreed to help their young trainers gain          

experience of disabled swimming through our  Saturday     

coaching sessions.  A Sunday evening session has been arranged 

at the new pool and initially will be used to provide swimming   

lessons for our under 18s. There is also a ’drop-in’ session for 

all our members on a Thursday lunchtime (cost £1). For details 

please turn to the back page of this update. It is likely that   

Highgrove will be closing for several, months for  refurbishment 

although timetable and budget is yet to be agreed. We await 

details of contingency plans for our swimming sessions.  

Fundraising  

We were fortunate to secure a grant from Hillingdon 

Sports Council to cover the cost of mini-bus transport to 

the galas. We also secured funding from the same source 

to provide gala team shirts for our competitors. 

Grass Roots (managed locally by North West London 

Community Foundation) has confirmed funding for the 

2nd and final year so that we can provide appropriate 

transport to our outings. Although we are ok for the 

next 12 months, the removal of this facility will cause us a 

problem in the future. 

Ruislip Lions provided funding for new dressing gowns for 

the gala team, Hasbro UK provided toys for our fund 

raising raffles and Waitrose contributed £267 when we 

were selected for their Community Matters Scheme. 

We also received a grant from Hillingdon Youth and 

Connexions to cover the pool hire cost for our home 

gala. 

A big thank you to all of our financial supporters.  

Outings 

Our annual outing for 2009 was to the Cotswolds    

Wildlife Park and was a very popular choice.  

We also arranged two restaurant outings (Red Lion   

Marlowe & Black Horse, Iver Heath).   

We provided a special coach and / or mini bus for all 3 

events funded by Grass Roots Funding. 

Our Outing for 2010 is scheduled for the 5th September 

and we are considering either Longleat or Cadburyworld.  

The website and email updates continues to keep the 

membership informed about what is happening with the 

club, but we have also published Newsletters this year. 

Training 

This year we have placed more emphasis on helping the     

members to develop their swimming techniques and capability. 

We now have a dedicated training lane on a Saturday for 35 

minutes and we also have 15 minutes of diving training.  

We are grateful to Hillingdon Swimming Club who introduced 

us to Ricky James and Pippa Haggit who now help Linda Clarke 

on a Saturday with swimming development. Ricky is a qualified 

Level 2 Teacher whereas Pippa is qualified to Level 1.  

David Lee and Linda Clarke both completed their Level 1 ASA 

Teaching qualifications and also completed the ASA Disabled 

Helper Certificates. 

The Committee also agreed a three year training plan for the 

club. 

Communication 
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We took part in 10 competitive events in 2009 but the 2010 

season has got off to a very late start following  

 Cancellations and postponements at Feltham, Barnet and    

Stevenage. 

In total we won 94 medals (28 Gold, 24 Silver and 40 Bronze 

plus 2 special awards). 

14 competitors represented the Turtles during 2009 but the 

best performer was Jack Locket who won a total of 18 medals.  

The full results can be viewed on the Turtles Website, but   

congratulations to the team for another great season. 

We also took part in the annual ‘British Long Distance Postal 

Swim’ with 11 of our swimmers participating. 

Hillingdon Sports Council awarded the Turtles Swimming 

Club the Bronze Accreditation during 2009 following an 

assessment of how the club is being run. 

The committee are considering advancing to Silver       

assessment over the next 18 months. 

Departed Friends — Sue Bedford &  Ray Mapley 

Unfortunately, we had to deal with a very serious incident 

at the pool back in July. As a consequence the Police were 

involved and we decided to exclude a visitor and his son.  

This event though emphasised the vulnerability of some of 

our members and means that we will have to step up our 

monitoring. 

But please ensure that vulnerable members of the club are 

not left alone in the changing rooms. 

There are a number of changes to the CRB rules impact-

ing in October 2010. The club will need to comply with 

the new regulations and enhanced checking procedures. 

Hillingdon Sports Council Accreditation 

All of the Officers and Committee Members photographed on 

the cover page wish to stand for re-election for 2010 – 2011. 

Anyone wishing to join the Committee or stand for one of the 

Officer positions should inform the Chairman. In the unlikely 

event that we have a large number of nominations for        

Committee  members then we will hold a ballot after the AGM, 

but Officer positions will be decided by a show of hands at the 

meeting. 

Committee and Officer Elections Volunteers 

Chairman’s Report to the AGM (Contd.) 

Big thank you to those volunteers that do so much to 

help the club. In particular, the help that we   receive at 

our home gala. 

A special thank you goes to Peter and Judy Jones for all 

the work they do for not just our own gala events but also 

the NASCH Championships. 

As ever, Patricia Bonney continues to raise essential 

money for the club through the raffle.  Thank you again 

Patricia 

Charities Commission 

We are now up to date with all our reporting to the 

Charities Commission that can be viewed on: 

www.charitiycommission.gov.uk. 

Our Charity Reference number is 1055585 

Serious Pool Incident 

Last, but by no means least, we were all delighted that Sylvia 

Smith tremendous contribution over the last 46 years was rec-

ognised by the Queen with the award of the Order of the Brit-

ish Empire. 

Having been nominated by the Turtles Club over a year earlier, 

the award finally came through just ahead of Sylvia’s 80th birth-

day. 

Very much deserved, putting all the other achievements into 

perspective! Congratulation to  Sylvia, once again! 

Pauline Dew has decided to step 

down from the Committee    

having joined just under 2 years 

a go .  P au l i ne  unde r too k            

responsibility for developing the 

youth side of the club, contacting 

local schools to seek out new 

junior members. Thank you 

Pauline for your valuable      

committee and club contribution. 

Sue was a founder member of the Turtles and it is with 

much sadness that we learned of her recent passing. She 

had not been well enough to attend the club for some 

time, but she will be sadly missed by those that knew her. 

Very recently, we were also saddened to learn of the 

passing of Ray Mapley another one of our family member 

and Woodlarks participant. Please turn to the back page  

to read Sylvia’s tribute to Ray. 

Galas / Competition 

Retiring Committee 

Sylvia Smith OBE 
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Diary Dates 

Hatfield Gala 

Sat. 5th June 

Committee Meeting 

Wed. 16th June 

Potters Bar Gala 

Sat. 26th June 

Committee Meeting 

Wed. 21st July 

Turtles Annual 

Outing 

Sun. 5th September 

Watford & NASCH 

Region 1 Gala 

Sat. 11th September 

NASCH Gala    

Championship 

Sat. 6th November 

Treasurer’s Report — Rosemary Noyes 

The 2010 outing has been scheduled 

for Sunday 5th September. 

We can confirm that thanks to the 

grant from the Grass Roots           

Foundation, we will again be hiring a 

specialist coach that has wheelchair 

lift facilities and space for electric      

scooters. 

We can also consider travelling a little 

bit further this year as we have     

unspent funds from the first year of 

the grant. 

We are thinking about Longleat or 

Cadbury World so please let      

members of the committee know 

where you would like to go this year.  

Thank you to all of our sponsors listed below: 

 I am  pleased to report this year that the finances are in a better position than last years largely 

due to the generous grants that we have received. 

The grants are ‘restricted’ and have been used for the hiring of mini buses to and from galas and 

for funding transport  for our social events. This has made these activities very much more 

accessible for all our members. We have also purchased new dressing gowns and gala shirts for 

the club from the funding. 

Our normal income generating activities such as membership, visitors and raffles have remained 

much the same this year and we have also received another donation from Waitrose. Expenses 

are a little up on last year but overall we enter the new financial year in a very healthy position. 

The detailed accounts will be discussed at the AGM meeting, but if you would like a copy of the 

accounts after the meeting, please contact me. 

September 2010 Outing 

London Borough of Hillingdon Youth &  Connexions 

Service 

http://www.waitrose.com/index.aspx


 

The Turtles Swimming Club is 

based at Highgrove Pool, Ruislip 

and meets every Saturday from 

5pm to 6pm 

We are a swimming club for anyone with a physical, mental health or  learning difficulty.  

The Turtles Swimming Club is a registered charity: Number 1055585 

Turtles website :  

http://www.ruislipturtles.org.uk/ 

Turtles email:  

turtlesswimming@yahoo.co.uk 

Ray Mapley 1932-2010 by Sylvia Smith OBE 

Swimming Lessons for Disabled Under 18s 

 
We have arranged with Hillingdon Sports Council and Hillingdon 

Swimming Club to hold a series of training sessions on Sunday 

evenings at 6pm at the new Uxbridge pool. To help get these 

new sessions off the ground, these sessions will initially be free 

to Turtles Members (for the first 6 weeks only). The first session 

will take place on Sunday 6th June at 6pm. 

Theses lessons are available for those members under the age of 

18 with a physical, mental health or learning difficulty. 

If you are interested in either learning to swim or develop your 

current swimming technique then please let Sylvia or one of our 

Saturday trainers know. This is a great opportunity so please 

take advantage if possible. 

Ray joined the Turtles in the very early days and took part in Galas 

from the beginning, winning many medals and cups. He had lost a leg in 

an explosion on his ship when he was in the Fleet Air Arm after the 

war.  

He was one of the small group of us who went to the very first 

NASCH camp at Woodlarks, and continued to go regularly until a few 

years ago , being in charge of rubbish disposal  - I called him the     

incinerator man.  

Ray was a great practical joker, no-one was safe from his tricks, but 

also was very kind hearted and a practical help whatever he was 

needed.  

Although he had not been swimming for some time, those of us who 

knew him remember him with affection. 

 

Contacts: 

Chair (Dave): 07730047500  

Sec. (Marion): 0208 866 8606 

’Drop-in’ Sessions for         

Disabled of all ages 

 
From Thursday 29th April there will be 

a 30 minute ‘drop-in’ session at the 

new Uxbridge Pool specifically for the 

disabled on Thursdays from 12.30pm 

until 13.00pm. 

There will be a £1 charge payable on 

the door per session. 

Please support this session if possible 

as we have been  requesting that the 

Council make additional specific   

sessions available for disabled      

swimming 

Swimming Lessons for     

Disabled Over 18s 
 

We are also exploring ways 

in which lessons for those 

who are disabled and are 

over 18 can be scheduled. 

We will let you know if 

funding and a suitable time 

can be found. 

Uxbridge Pool Update 


